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1. Country and Sector Background

Government of India’s Sector Reform Program 

Since 1999, India has been embarking on a significant reform program in the rural water supply and sanitation (RWSS) sector due to its recognition that a transformation was urgently required from a target based, supply-driven approach to a demand-based approach, where users get the service they want and are willing to pay for. The Government of India (GOI) has developed the Swajaldhara guidelines, which spell out the basic principles for reform in the RWSS sector, which include community participation in the planning, implementation, operation and maintenance (O&M) for the schemes of its choice, and the changing role of the government from that of a service provider to a facilitator. This decentralized service delivery approach has followed the 73rd constitutional amendment of 1992, which introduced devolution of financial and decision-making powers to the three tier local governments, called the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs).

RWSS Sector Performance in Uttaranchal

The state has a population of 8.48 million as per 2001 census, of which 6.4 million (75%) live in the rural areas, spread over the 7,562 GPs, in 16,623 villages and 39,967 habitations. According to the survey of drinking water supply status in rural habitation, initiated by Rajiv Ghandhi Drinking Water Mission of GOI in 2003 revealed that only half of the habitations in the state were categorized as fully covered
 (FC) with functioning water supply schemes, 38% as partially covered (PC), and about 12% as not covered (NC), with schemes that are totally inoperative. The situation concerning sanitation is even worse, with over 75-80% of the rural population not having access to sanitary latrines. As a result, water related diseases are a major health problem for the rural population, in particular, for infants and children. Unofficial estimates show that as many as 80% of children have some form of diarrheal disease annually. 

Water scarcity is another issue faced by the state.  Data from existing water supply schemes indicates that nearly 30% of the schemes are showing a trend of decrease in the availability of water especially during the summer months. This also causes the villagers to spend considerable amount of time in collecting water for domestic use, averaging 1-3 hours per day; even more time is spent in hilly locations. The problem is aggravated by the under designed water supply systems, and poor O&M. 

RWSS service today does not adequately serve the needs of user communities as they are often positioned at sites without consideration to community needs or preference, and are operated poorly. Planning of RWSS services also takes place without due attention to resource availability or quality, and is rarely financially viable. The end result is a government-dominated and target driven service that has become unsustainable institutionally, financially, and environmentally. 

Sector Institutional Framework in Uttaranchal

The current institutional setup is centralized with the two large public utilities, Payjal Nigam (UJN) that mainly constructs, and Jal Sansthan (UJS) that mainly operate and maintain most of the existing water schemes. The exception to this are the 1,146 schemes built and operated by the village water and sanitation communities (VWSC) under the first Bank funded Uttaranchal RWSS project (Swajal) and about 2,448 single village schemes (SVS) which have been transferred to the village level local governments called the Gram Panchayats (GPs). Most of these 2,448 schemes transferred to the GPs, however, are facing serious problems that require some sort of rehabilitation or augmentation as well as proper hand over arrangements to ensure that O&M can be managed by the GPs. It is a huge challenge for the GPs to take over the schemes according to the 74th constitutional amendment, as their existing capacity is limited. 

Government of Uttaranchal’s Sector Vision 

The Government of Uttaranchal (GoUA) has prioritized RWSS as a key area of its development agenda in its Tenth Plan (FY2002-07). GoUA envisages universal coverage of safe and potable water and sanitation in an integrated and sustainable manner and with significant capital and O&M contribution from the communities. The vision also delineates the renewed institutional structure of the state as: “the rural local government in partnership with rural communities, shall plan, design, construct, operate and maintain their water supply and sanitation schemes; so that they get potable water and attain health and hygiene benefits; GoUA and its sector institutions shall act as supporter, facilitator, and co-financier and as per need shall provide technical assistance, training and cater for bigger construction works and sectoral contingencies”. The institutional, legal and financial changes will be brought in by 31st March 2007 and ultimate realization of the VISION will be expected in year 2012.”
GoUA Plans to Scale up Reforms

The Swajal project has demonstrated the success of demand driven community participatory approach, through piloting such models by forming and empowering the communities to plan, construct, operate, and maintain their own RWSS schemes in the state’s 857 villages. In addition, GoUA has implemented three GOI sponsored programs involving similar reform principles; (i) the Sector Reform Project which was launched in the district Haridwar and have so far implemented 103 water supply schemes in 89 GPs and 2 forest villages; (ii) Swajaldhara program, which has implemented 19 water supply schemes (of which 6 are under progress); and (iii) Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC), which was launched state wide in 2003, emphasizing on information, education, and communication (IEC), human resource development, and capacity building activities to increase awareness and demand generation for sanitary facilities and through providing incentive money for individual household sanitary latrines of Rs 500 for below poverty line (BPL) households only. So far TSC has promoted construction of more than 70,000 individual household latrines in the state.

Although there are ongoing programs, such as the GOI led Accelerated Rural Water Supply Program (ARWSP) being implemented according to the old supply driven mode, GoUA recognizes the need to scale up the sector reform principles state wide and sector wide, along with required institutional capacity building of sector stakeholders. Given the multiplicity of different policies and approaches for the ongoing programs, significant coordination and commitment from GoUA are required to implement a consistent policy for the sector program. GoUA has issued its RWSS sector policy in a series of government orders
. 

2. Objectives

The project’s development objective is to improve the effectiveness of RWSS services under the control of PRIs and local communities in the state of Uttaranchal.

The project is also expected to bring associated benefits, including improved health resulting from reduced water borne diseases, environmental sustainability through protection and management of water catchment areas, and well being of the rural population, especially women, through time savings in fetching water and community development activities. 

From a low water supply service coverage estimate of 50%, GoUA envisages achieving 100% coverage of the rural population by year 2014, and about 80% coverage by the end of the project. The target beneficiaries are about 30% of the 6.4 million rural population that live in habitations categorized as NC or PC. 

3. Rationale for Bank Involvement

The Swajal project which closed in 2003 received compliments from the participating communities, government officials, and sector specialists from other parts of India and the world. The Swajal project received satisfactory performance ratings in the implementation completion report (ICR) with clear recommendations and strategic plans for scaling up reform. The Bank involvement would deepen the partnership with GoUA in implementing its key reform activities. GoUA has also shown commitment to adopt a consistent policy for RWSS service delivery statewide and sector wide in accordance with the revised guidelines for engagement, formed as part of the Bank’s Country Assistance Strategy (CAS) for India. 
GoUA’s commitment to RWSS sector reform are demonstrated through the state’s vision and RWSS sector policy outlining the reform principles, and by being the front runner in developing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with GOI which spells out its intention to scale up Swajaldhara and TSC principles. GoUA has also established the state water and sanitation mission (SWSM) and so far nine of the thirteen district-level water and sanitation missions (DWSM), which will be responsible for implementing the policy guidelines and reform principles for the RWSS sector. 

Demonstrated success of reform in Uttaranchal would contribute to replication of such models in other states, leading to the formulation of a central government level program for mainstreaming Swajaldhara principles country-wide, which the Bank could support in a form of centrally sponsored national programs.

4. Description

The SWAp program would include the following components; (A) RWSS Sector Development; (B) New Rural W&S investments; and (C) Program Management and M&E, summarized below. 

Component A: RWSS Sector Development (US$ 5 million) (of which Bank share is 100%) 

The objective of the Sector Development Component is to support the State’s sector reform process by enhancing its institutional capacity to manage such process and by helping establish the capacity to undertake and sustain the MTP. Key elements of the sector reform include further decentralization to giving the PRI full responsibility for water and sanitation planning implementation and operation for the provision of WSS services, while the sector institutions would remain as facilitators, providers of technical assistance, and construction and operation of complex large schemes. The state level will also improve its general sector planning, programming and follow-up. The component would include the following five sub-components.

A1. Capacity Building and Strengthening Programs (US$1.0 million): would support capacity building and institutional strengthening programs for the sector stakeholders. Proposed activities derive from a comprehensive capacity building plan, to be adopted by GoUA, which includes programmed detailed training modules for all stakeholders including; (i) policy, planning, and sector monitoring, procurement, and FM for SWSM and PMU; (ii) policy, planning, and sector monitoring, procurement, and FM for DWSMs and DPUMs; (iii) change management and community development for UJN and UJS; (iv) general training activities for PRIs; and (v) training of regional training institutions, SOs, and SAs. While covering the MTP period, the plan details only the first year (2006-2007) with updates expected to be provided each year.

A2. Information, Education, and Communications (IEC) (US$1.0 million): aims at supporting and facilitating the sector program by disseminating its relevant information amongst all stakeholders. Under this sub-component, a communication strategy will be developed and implemented, including activities such as Radio, TV, mass media events, materials, equipment, evaluation studies etc. 

A3. Sector Information System, and Water Quality, and Water Source Monitoring Programs (US$1.0 million): would support the establishment of computerized sector information system, water quality monitoring program, and source discharge measurement program for better planning of the sector investments. 

A4. Establishment of E-Procurement at State Level (US$ 1.5 million): would include a comprehensive plan to introduce e-procurement system to sector institutions as pilot project, which can then be rolled out to other procurement entities of the state. 

A5. Sector Studies (US$ 0.5 million): which would include technical and economical sector studies intended to better support the state level efforts towards sector development. It includes the time saving studies, cost effectiveness indicators, appropriate technologies, institutional models for service provision, and other studies (tbd).

Component B: Rural Infrastructure Investments – US$ 237 million (of which Bank share is about 43%)

The component aims to improve access to RWSS services by financing hardware and software investments. The water supply investments would be made in an integrated manner, with catchment area management, health and hygiene awareness promotion, and incentives for construction of individual household latrines. It. would support building or rehabilitating water supply facilities including source strengthening measures, which the communities plan, implement, and manage by themselves. In the case of large MVS, O&M responsibility of the communities would be only for the intra-village distribution. The inter-village facilities would be constructed by UJN and operated by UJS under agreement with a scheme level committee (SLC) . Detailed guidelines for this component are described in the Operations Manual.

Expenditures eligible for reimbursement would comprise works, goods and services for:

B1. Investments in Water Supply Schemes and Catchment Area Protection Works ($217 million): This would include all water supply investments defined as new schemes, including rehabilitation and re-organization of existing schemes, WSS to rural public institutions, and micro catchment areas protection. Operations manual will describe the activities in detail. Summary of the investment guidelines, scheme selection criteria, and scheme cycles are described in Annex 13 of the PAD.

B2. Community mobilization and community development activities ($10 million): This supports the establishment and capacity building of UWSSC and SLCs, as well as related community activities such as small workshops, information campaigns, women’s development initiative, and participatory community action planning training etc..

B3. Sanitation programs ($10 million):  This would contribute to the existing GOI initiated TSC program for the state, following the state’s sanitation strategy outlined in Annex 12 of the PAD. The component would finance Rs 500 incentives for BPL beneficiaries and awards to habitations and GPs that attain zero open defecation status. The program envisages to achieve at least 50% open defecation free GPs and habitations by the end of the five year period.

Component C: Program Management Support and M&E for the Program - US$ 32 million (of which Bank share is about 43%)
C1: Program Management Support (US$ 30 million): would include program implementation costs for the period 2006-2011. It would finance operational and administrative costs associated with the SWSM/PMU and DWSMs/DPMUs. Other related expenses would include costs of audit to be carried out by government auditors, private auditors, technical auditors, and financial auditors. 

C2: Sector Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) (US$2 million): This will support the development, establishment and operation of the financial management system and the M&E system for the sector program. M&E of the sector program will also be carried out through; (i) periodic review; (ii) sustainability monitoring and evaluation exercise; and (iii) community monitoring, described under the section on M&E. This sub-component will fund the above consultant services, software and computer equipment as well as audit expenses incurred at the state (SWSM), district (DWSM, sub-divisional committees), and the community level (GPs and UWSCs).

5. Financing

	Source:
	($m.)

	BORROWER/RECIPIENT
	154.0

	INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
	120.0

	
Total
	274.0


6. Implementation

1. Partnership arrangements (if applicable)

There are no other international agencies involved, however, the funding partners for GoUA’s sector program would be IDA, GOI, GoUA, and the local communities. 

According to GoUA’s MTP, the sector’s fund requirement for the next fives years is estimated to be around $400 million. Of this total program, $274 million (68.5%) will be for the new investments that fall under the SWAp basket, and $130 million (31.5%) will be for the investments that have been identified prior to a pre-defined cut off date
. The funding partners will consist of GOI (20%), IDA (44%), GoUA (31%), and the communities (5%). The structure of the financing partnerships is described in the financial management and disbursement section.

In addition, coordination and cross-learning will be ensured with the Bank financed Uttaranchal Decentralized Watershed Development Project, which has components that are relevant to the proposed program, in strengthening the capacities of the GPs and the communities’ participation. 

2. Institutional and implementation arrangements

The program operational manual details out the agreed institutional structure for RWSS program implementation; roles, functions, and responsibilities of various institutions, details of their operations to deliver their responsibilities in an efficient and effective manner, the support / facilities needed to deliver their responsibilities. 

Institutional Framework for the Program

There will be three main levels of institutions that will play a significant role in implementation of the program at the state, district, and community levels. Sector organogram and the detailed arrangements are attached at Annex 6 of the PAD.
State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM): SWSM will be the highest policy making body in the water supply and sanitation sector. SWSM will be chaired by the Honorable Chief Minister, the Minister in charge of DDW will be the Vice Chairman, and all concerned senior Secretaries will be the members.

Secretariat of SWSM (Apex committee): A separate cell will be established at the DDW, GoUA which shall act as the Secretariat of SWSM. This cell will be responsible for overseeing the progress of reform/SWAp principles in the activities of UJN, UJS, and the PMU. Specifically, the role of this Secretariat will be to; (i) Oversee, disseminate, and monitor the implementation of policy decisions undertaken by SWSM; (ii) Implement the state’s medium MTP for years 2005-2012; (iii) Monitor the physical and financial progress of various schemes as per the MTP; (iv) Monitor, record, and report the fund flow arrangements for the sector program; (v) Submit utilization certificates to GOI and submit reimbursement claims to World Bank; (vi) Carry out capacity building at the district, Gram Panchayat and community level; (vii) Approve the annual plans and budget allocation for the sector; (viii) Appraise and approve high cost MVS which are beyond the prescribed limit of DWSM.

DDW, GoUA: DDW will be the nodal agency for the sector and be implementing the sector development component of the program, and coordinate the sector stakeholders, including UJN, UJS, PMU, and other sector Ministries and Departments such as health, education, Panchayati Raj, and watershed management. 

PMU: The Swajal Directorate/Program Management Unit, assisted by the DPMUs at the district level, will: (i) Coordinate and implement the new capital investments for SVS and small MVS schemes; (ii) Undertake IEC campaigns and the capacity building activities implemented through the Capacity Development Unit (CCDU); (iii) Prepare budgetary plan for the schemes in the SWAp basket; (iv) Carry out independent audits of the schemes for the SWAp basket; (v) Collect, compile, and consolidate the monthly physical and financial progress from the DPMUs for the sector.

Sector Institutions (UJN and UJS): The sector institutions will, through its district level agencies; (i) Continue to implement the SVS identified prior to March 31, 2006 and MVS identified prior to prior to November 30, 2006; (ii) For the MVS identified after November 30, 2006, UJN will plan, construct and (other than for intra-village investments) operate and maintain the MVS covering more than 2 villages through a consultative process with the PRIs and UWSSC; (iii) Provide technical support to the PRIs and the UWSSCs for SVS, if desired by the latter; (iv) UJS will also transfer the SVS to the GPs following the SWAp principles; (v) Coordinate with the DPMU for the implementation of the sector program and submit utilization certificates and reimbursement claims.

District Water and Sanitation Mission (DWSM): DWSMs will be established progressively in each of the 13 districts and will report to the SWSM. DWSMs will; (i) Review the implementation of the sector program; (ii) Guide the District Water and Sanitation Committee (DWSC) for planning, designing, implementation, O&M of water supply schemes as per the sector program; (iii) Approve the annual budget related to WSS in each district, proposed for district level UJN, UJS, and DPMUs; (iv) Channel funds to Gram Panchayat and community level; (v) Assist GPs / UWSSCs in procurement and construction of simple MVS
; (vi) Provide effective dispute resolution mechanism for GPs.

DPMUs: DPMUs will be established in all thirteen districts to act as the secretariats of DWSMs. 
DWSCs: Specially constituted Committees, DWSCs, will be established in each of the 13 districts for appraising the SVS and MVS up to a certain prescribed limit (as per decisions taken by the State Government), and will also be responsible for the selection of GPs, SOs, and M&E. The Committee will be given technical support and advice by the DWSM.

District Level UJN and UJS: For implementation of works inside the SWAp basket, UJN and UJS will provide engineers to the DPMU. These engineers shall provide technical guidance and assistance to the UWSSCs according to the SWAp principles.

Gram Panchayats (GP): The GPs will mobilize and support the formation of UWSSC to ensure participatory approach. It will empower and provide capacity support to the UWSSC; ensure O&M and cost recovery of the scheme; and be responsible for fund flows, scheme approval, accounts management, auditing, M&E and conflict resolution.

User Water and Sanitation Sub-Committee (UWSSC): UWSSC will be formed for each water supply scheme consisting of beneficiaries of the scheme. The UWSSC will be responsible for scheme planning, designing, procurement, construction, O&M, tariff fixation and revision, community contributions (capital and O&M), accounts management and auditing. The UWSSC will be responsible for procurement and construction of SVS (including simple MVS).

Scheme Level Committees (SLC): For larger MVS that cover more than one GP, SLC will be formed, consisting of representatives from each UWSSC. Responsibilities of the SLC will be similar to those of the UWSSCs, but they will most likely be sub-committees of block panchayats or zilla panchayats. 

Implementation Arrangements

DDW, SWSM and its Secretariat will be responsible for implementation of project components A and C, and for overseeing the overall GoUA sector program. For software and hardware investments in component B, there will be three implementing agencies; (i) PMU and its DPMUs for SVS and small MVS; (ii) UJN and its district level agencies for larger MVS, and (iii) UJS and its district level agencies for transfer of schemes currently operated by UJS. Each agency will implement the schemes in batches. As describe above, all SVS identified after March 31, 2006 and all MVS identified after November 30, 2006 will follow the common investment guidelines and appraisal procedures. The investment guidelines include the following four activities.

Activity 1: Sector program initiation, for dissemination and awareness creation of the proposed SWAp at the state, district, and block levels using various IEC tools. Water resources database will be created using the existing information on water sources, and a district level committee will be constituted to examine the possibilities of scheme types and technology options for the habitations to be covered.

Activity 2: Resource allocation will be carried out by SWSM cell to the districts based on the existing number of NC and PC habitations. Pre-feasibility of the GPs fitting the selection criteria will be carried out.

Activity 3: Investment planning will be carried out following the least cost solution for a given service level and situation. Appraisal checklist for the schemes would have non-negotiables, including; (i) capital cost sharing according to GoUA policy; (ii) 100% O&M according to the GoUA Policy; (iii) integration of water supply, sanitation, and catchment; (iv) open defecation free villages; (v) UWSSC formation; (vi) renovation of existing scheme; and (vii) proposed sources are undisputed, perennial etc. and detailed prioritization criteria described in Annex13 of the PAD. 

Activity 4: Implementation of the project cycle, which consist of four phases; 

Pre-planning (2-3 months): This overlaps with the above activity 3 and includes selection of nodal consultants for initial IEC in villages, SOs, SAs, prioritization/selection of GPs; 

Planning (5-6 months): This includes mobilization of communities, hygiene and environmental sanitation awareness and women’s development initiative, training on catchment area protection, accounting, procurement, health, feasibility and design of schemes for SO/GP/UWSSC members; identification of technology options and feasibility studies, preparation of detailed project reports and community action plans, 

Implementation (6-30 months depending on the complexity of the schemes): This includes construction of water supply schemes and inter and intra village works in the case of MVS, independent third party construction supervision by SA and facilitation and monitoring by DPMU/DWD depending on the size of the scheme, environmental sanitation works, and catchment area protection works, collection of balance cash/labor and O&M community contribution for all the works, continuation of various training activities in book keeping, O&M, etc. and preparation of implementation phase completion reports;

O&M (4-5 months): Training of O&M, comprising technical, financial, and the institutional systems, completion of all activities, and formal exit for the SOs/DPMUs/other agencies. In the case of MVS, mechanism would be set up for the UWSSCs to collect O&M charges from their respective user groups and submission of the revenue collected for the common assets to the sector institutions, while utilizing the balance for their respective intra village water supply network.

Fund Flow Arrangements:

Key elements of the fund flows are summarized below.

· Funds for SVS and small MVS will flow to SWSM and the DWSMs, while funds for large MVS will flow directly to JN.

· Release of funds to the above institutions will follow common procedures, approved by DWSMs for the schemes up to Rs 50 lakhs (about $116,000), SWSM for the schemes costing between Rs 50 lakhs and Rs 1 crore (about $227,000), and the state level Finance Committee for schemes costing more than Rs 1 crore.

· For new SVS, all GPs, in partnership with UWSSCs will have control over resources and responsibility for decision making, investment planning, implementation, and O&M, subject to appraisal and approval by and with the technical support of DWSM.

· In case of new MVS, the UWSSCs will, in association with the appropriate level of PRIs, take decisions regarding planning, designing, technology options, and size of the schemes, based on proposals and technical assistance provided by the sector institutions.

· Once approved, the funds will flow down to the GPs, in the Gram Nidhi account (for MVS this will be the funds for intra village works). GPs will be responsible for allocating these funds to the concerned UWSSCs. 

· Separate capital and O&M bank accounts will be opened and operated by each UWSSC.

7. Sustainability

As described in the previous sections, GoUA has demonstrated its commitment and ownership of the proposed program through issuance of its 2012 vision statement, a series of GOs and cabinet approvals that support RWSS sector policy, and establishment of the SWSM/DWSMs. The other factors that are critical to the sustainability of the program objective are; (i) timely implementation of the envisaged institutional framework with new roles and responsibilities of the sector players; (ii) sufficient awareness and capacity building of the PRIs and UWSSCs to take over the responsibilities of WSS service delivery; (iii) appropriate change management efforts to shift the mindset of the sector institutions from service provider to facilitator; (iv) proper monitoring to ensure implementation of a consistent policy for all new investments; and (v) coordination with various departments to ensure integrated approach to service delivery. 

8. Lessons Learned from Past Operations in the Country/Sector

The Bank’s engagement in the region’s RWSS sector and lessons learned from the last six Bank funded RWSS operations (Kerala, Karnataka II, Maharasthra, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Nepal II) have contributed to the design of the proposed program. It has been identified that the major challenge of sustainability is best addressed by emphasis on beneficiary involvement and empowerment, institutional reform and capacity building of state/local governments and communities, and promotion of cost recovery. Experience from Kerala, Karnataka, and Maharasthra has also demonstrated that empowerment of the PRI institutions is a viable and sustainable option for scaling-up the decentralized service delivery model.

Lessons are also drawn from the numerous sustainability evaluation exercises (SEE) carried out in the Swajal project communities its ICR. One issue that arose from a pilot project like Swajal was the adoption of different policies for capital cost sharing, O&M responsibilities, and cost recovery, depending on the implementing agency for the schemes. To avoid such situations, the proposed program would implement a consistent policy for all new investments throughout the state, irrespective of the sources of financing.

In Swajal project, the PRIs had limited involvement, risking reduced sustainability in case of community disputes and scheme breakdown. The proposed program, however, would ensure commitment and ownership of the PRIs, GPs in particular, to be promoting the decentralized service delivery process at the village level to support and motivate the communities to plan, construct, and operate their own water supply schemes.

9. Safeguard Policies (including public consultation)

	Safeguard Policies Triggered by the Project
	Yes
	No

	Environmental Assessment (OP/BP/GP 4.01)
	[X]
	[ ]

	Natural Habitats (OP/BP 4.04)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Pest Management (OP 4.09)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Cultural Property (OPN 11.03, being revised as OP 4.11)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Involuntary Resettlement (OP/BP 4.12)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Indigenous Peoples (OD 4.20, being revised as OP 4.10)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Forests (OP/BP 4.36)
	[X]
	[ ]

	Safety of Dams (OP/BP 4.37)
	[ ]
	[X]

	Projects in Disputed Areas (OP/BP/GP 7.60)*
	[ ]
	[X]

	Projects on International Waterways (OP/BP/GP 7.50)
	[ ]
	[X]


10. List of Factual Technical Documents

11. Contact point

Contact: Midori Makino

Title: Senior Financial Analyst

Tel: (202) 458-2492

Email: Mmakino@worldbank.org

12. For more information contact:

The InfoShop

The World Bank

1818 H Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20433

Telephone:  (202) 458-5454

Fax:  (202) 522-1500

Web: http://www.worldbank.org/infoshop

� The GOI definition of coverage refers to “access to water”, defined as 40lpcd within a distance of 1.6km from the center of the village and 100 meters height. 





� The relevant Government Orders include:


(i) Devolution of administrative, executive, and financial power to the Panchayats, issued by Panchayati Raj Department (PRD) on October 29, 2003; 


(ii) Devolution of administrative, executive, and financial powers / responsibilities to the three tier local governments, known as the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), issued by Department of Drinking Water (DDW) on August 17, 2004;  


(iii) Adoption of the sector reform policies in RWSS sector in Uttaranchal as per guidelines of GOI, issued by DDW on August 18, 2004; 


(iv) Formation of district level steering committee for monitoring and coordination of Swajaldhara and Total Sanitation Campaign funded by GOI, issued by DDW on January 16, 2004.


(v) Adoption of sector reform principles in drinking water and sanitation sector, December 5, 2005.





� The cut off date for SVS is March 31, 2006 and November 30, 2006 for MVS.


� Simple MVS is defined as a gravity scheme covering up to three GPs, which can be handled by the respective GPs / UWSSCs collectively with mutual consent.





* By supporting the proposed project, the Bank does not intend to prejudice the final determination of the parties' claims on the disputed areas
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